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Chapter 1: 
Walking Tour Reflections
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Day 1 AM - Parque Eduardo VII & Av. da Liberdade

 The Parque Eduardo VII and Av. da Liberdade utilize a diverse set of paths that run 
together with the roundabout connecting the two to smoothly transition one to the other. This 
provides excellent permeability and legibility to the area, creating a very friendly and walkable 
environment. One thing we noticed when touring along the commercial corridor was that the 
trees along the street only provide shade to the pedestrians walking in the center median (see 
fig 3.), which plays a role in deactivating the edges and detracting from the overall porosity 
of the site. It does add to its ecology, however, fostering a facade of nature and making for a 
pleasant path for pedestrians to enjoy. The sections and intersections are neatly cut and move 
into one another smoothly, allowing for ease of travel for both cars and pedestrians. There is 
an issue with the bike lanes, being that despite the centrality and a large amount of movement 
through the area, those going down the Avenida will find the bike lane ending suddenly, and be 
left with either the option of going on the unstable pedestrian walk or driving with cars, which is 
a danger all on its own (see fig. 3). 
 This leads to the next positive, and the next slight issue: the diversity within the different 
amenities and locales. Public works are meant for everyone, and the roundabout and park work 
with that idea magnificently. They’re easy to access and go through, but once you get to the 
Avenida there comes an issue, which is that despite the variety of people walking through there 
isn’t as much variety in land uses, which happen to be higher-end shops and hotels (see fig 2.), 
with a variety of apartment buildings nearby. This works in many ways. It is very open and the 
shops aren’t obtrusive to those walking through, leading to an easy pedestrian experience, but 
the area is mainly more high-end and expensive restaurants and boutiques. It doesn’t represent 
the diversity of the people who walk here and makes the amenities really only usable with those 
who are more high class and have money to spend. It isn’t too dense or difficult to pass but it is 
notable that because of this lack of diversity the beautiful Avenida will only be best for walking 
past, and perhaps sitting on a bench and enjoying some drinks from a pavilion and then moving 
on. If the lack of diversity in the Avenida was not present this would be a very nice area to rest 
and have fun, but due to the lack of economic diversity for all types of people, it makes it harder 
to make this place feel whole, and simply makes it a nicer path to go downtown through.

      Fig. 1 View from the top of the Parque         Fig. 2 Prada building on the Avenida da                           Fig. 3 Scooter passing on the Avenida de
      Eduardo VII.           Liberdade.         Liberdade.
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Day 1 PM - Castle of São Jorge and the Waterfront

 The area surrounding the Castle was very reminiscent of natural growth which doesn’t 
necessarily follow the urban design qualities to a fault, but is charming in its own way; the 
character of these kinds of neighborhoods are unmatched. The views from this part of the city 
are amazing, having visibility in almost all directions (see fig. 4). The small alleys with storefronts 
lining the building facades provide porosity to pedestrians, and the many twists and turns 
people can decide to take maximize the number of choices people have for getting around. 
While legibility suffers here due to the fact that there are arguably too many choices that it 
makes the area confusing, diversity thrives. 

 There are so many different kinds of building facades, old and new, in this area that 
leave the pedestrian in a trance as they travel through the site. The 3-5 story buildings were a 
good high density for the width of the streets in the area because they were so small. Because 
the streets were so small, there was not much room for ecology to thrive. Little plant coverage 
existed along these streets, and shade was mostly provided by the buildings. The biggest 
detractor to this area by far was the fact that the alleyways still allow cars to drive through, 
pushing the pedestrians out to the very edge of the alley (see fig. 5). This does not serve the 
walkability or enjoyment of the area whatsoever. The area as a whole is way more auto-oriented 
than pedestrian-oriented.

 The area near the waterfront, especially Praça do Comércio which is the main plaza in the 
historic district, shed a new and different light on the city not seen anywhere else. The scale of 
the area is grander than anything else we have seen here (see fig. 6). This plaza was obviously 
not created to follow the desirable qualities because it does not follow the human scale at all. 
That is why it is an attractor though; the sight of it is awe-inspiring. The plaza is completely flat 
with a marble design on the ground, and a fountain in the center, and is completely devoid of 
trees or greenery. The walkway along the waterfront was good because it offered views of the 
river on one side and shopping and restaurants on the other. This is a stimulating and enjoyable 
path to browse down. 

Fig. 4 View of the city from the Castle of                              Fig. 5 One of many alleyways you see in                            Fig. 6 View of Praça do Comércio and the
São Jorge.                                Lisbon.          central fountain.
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Day 2 AM - Bairro Alto and Baixa de Lisboa

 During this phase of the trip, we walked about Bairro Alto and Baixa de Lisboa, a dense 
marketplace and historical area of the city. If we start looking at the more urban and street 
qualities of the area, it is similar to the Castle of São Jorge in a few ways, mainly with the way 
the roads and buildings were made to work with the topography, and are made to disturb the 
historical structures as little as possible. This can lead to a mixed bag for bikers and cars. The 
non-existent bike lanes and steep inclines make it hard to traverse for bikes, while the tight 
spaces and numerous pedestrians make driving a car just as treacherous. Though it is suitable 
for regular pedestrian travel, the bumpy and uneven road can be hard to walk on if you're 
not careful where you step. The whole area was easy to get through and follow the crowds of 
people, despite certain small sidewalks making it slightly congested, and it let us walk from 
one end of the waterfront to the other with no issues. As for legibility, as this was a much 
more historic district and made to be a central area, the number of monuments, buildings, 
and notable landmarks make it much easier to move around the area and orient one’s self 
compared to certain more modern areas in the city (see fig. 8). This is aided by the topography, 
which allows you to see more as you climb to the higher points and get a view of the plazas 
and marketplaces (see fig.7). The market front also has a great diversity of uses within the 
space. There are restaurants, shops, homes, and other amenities and workspaces, with locals 
and tourists alike using the area. This also leads into the waterfront, adding a diversity of uses, 
as this much more open and calm area compliments the bustling markets. The markets and 
restaurants in particular are usually the more compact size, and use every inch of their structure 
to show off their goods and make for an easy method of knowing what you're getting into (see 
fig. 9). The glove and hat shops in particular used their limited space magnificently and lured 
us all in to check out their wares and make note of them, even if we might not have needed 
anything from them at the time. The main downside to the area had to do with ecology: 
the historical value of the area is worth preserving, but it doesn’t encourage any ecological 
developments. Outside of a few parks on the outskirts and plants in some plazas, the area is 
very barren of life that isn’t pigeons, humans, or weeds growing from the cracks in the street. 
As a whole, the area works very well and is easy to traverse with landmarks making for a very 
easy method of orientation and leading to a united form and shape to be defined. Other than a 
few minor issues, the place as a whole does what it needs, and does it very well, but doesn’t do 
much else.

Fig. 7 View from the top of Elevador de          Fig. 8 Statue that can be used as a landmark                 Fig. 9 Alluring bookstore that
Santa Justa.            for navigation.                   stands out.
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Day 2 PM - Alvalade and Areeiro

 As mentioned in the walking tour of the neighborhood, the 
communities of Alvalade and Areeiro follow a lot of the ideals of the 
garden city. Given that 2 out of 3 members of our group are residing 
in the Avalade neighborhood for this trip, we have experienced it to 
be a very friendly, walkable, and comfortable area to be. The streets 
are lined with trees, the density is the perfect scale for the road, and 
the main corridors are highly legible because they are wide and have 
landmarks everywhere. The Igreja de São João de Brito (church) at 
the end of Avenida da Igreja is a perfect example of a landmark for 
Alvalade, enhancing the overall legibility of the area (see fig.10). 

 There are a lot of loops in the neighborhoods, which 
create a sense of choice even though it is not necessarily 
changing the destination. The many archways through the 
building typologies allow for great connectivity throughout 
the neighborhood, especially in the linkages to the many 
neighborhood parks (see fig.11). Curved streetscapes make 
the pedestrian curious about what is around each bend, which 
is exemplary of why this neighborhood is attractive. Most of 
the buildings in this area are 4-6 stories and are colored in 
a variety of pastel pinks, yellows, and other appealing colors 
which makes it an aesthetically pleasing neighborhood. There 
were a few murals placed on the blank sides of buildings which 
increased their attractiveness and  provided a more lively feel to 
the area. 

 The facades of the buildings were mainly 
shaped by small balconies or overhangs. As seen 
in figure 12, the intersection that was particularly 
intriguing included complimentary buildings on each 
corner that were curved to reflect each other and 
created a sort of cohesion within the intersection. 
There wasn’t much diversity in the exteriors 
other than color, which does detract from the 
attractiveness, but it does provide some cohesion 
to the neighborhood. The trees that line the street 
are pretty similar in appearance and shape, which is 
a testament to the last point. The ecology brought 
much-needed diversity, as most of the store or 
home fronts had lots of different kinds of plants or 
flowers that allowed the walk to feel more enticing and comfortable. 

Fig. 10 View of the Igreja de São João de Brito.

Fig. 11 One of the many neighborhood 
parks in the Alvalade neighborhood.

Fig. 12 View of the complimentary 
buildings within an intersection of 
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Day 3 AM - Estacao e Barrio Oriente; Expo 98 area

 This day encompassed the observation of the urban 
design qualities of both the north and south of Estação e Barrio 
Oriente and the Expo 98 area. The Estação e Barrio Oriente is 
a multimodal station with bus, train, and metro transportation. 
While the design of the station is really fascinating with its vast 
concrete arches and high vaulted metal latticework, it was built 
for the art rather than for the people (see fig. 16). The structure 
is very porous and makes for an uncomfortable wait when the 
weather is not ideal. From within the station, there is access to the 
metro on the lowest floor, the train tracks on top, and access to 
the entrance of the shopping center Vasco da Gama in the center. 
This provides great links and mobility choices within the station, 
however, when you exit to the northern side, it is understood that 
the linkages and permeability to the existing older neighborhoods 
were not well-considered, as new modern buildings are being 
added right outside of the station creating a blockage. This results 
in pedestrians creating their own paths through the dirt to access 
the station from their homes.

 There is a vast contrast of building types on the western and eastern sides of the tracks, 
which creates an additional blockade between the older neighborhoods and the Expo 98 area, 
with very little opportunity to cross the rail line, resulting in a lack of permeability (see fig. 15). 
The Expo 98 area is a very modernist area with many high-rise buildings and plaza areas. It 

has many intriguing structures and pedestrian activities 
that increase the legibility of the area, such as the metal 
musical instruments pedestrians can play with and intricate 
tall sculptures and structures; however, its discontinuities, 
unexpected angles, and dead ends create confusion while 
walking around and produce a lot of inactive spaces, in 
which some were only occupied by statue people. Many 
of the street front shops were hidden from street view by 
being a level above and getting blocked by unnecessary 
columns and walls (see fig. 14). Unless these stores are 
destination shops, they will get very little business. There 
was a good diversity of uses throughout this area, such as 
transportation access, shopping centers, office buildings, 
restaurants, and other activities. The area had great use of 
bollards to restrict car access, prioritizing pedestrian access 
which is something that was not often seen throughout 
our days of walking tours. Additionally, there were no 
designated bike lanes, besides shared sidewalks which 
barely provided room for pedestrians themselves. As far as 
the ecology of the area, there is an array of plants within 

                                                the areas, which made the big plazas feel more   
comfortable and friendly (see fig. 13).

Fig. 13 Lots of greenery within the 
plazas of the Expo 98 area.

Fig. 14 View of the storefronts being hidden by a wall.
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Day 3 AM - Estacao e Barrio Oriente; Expo 98 area 
(cont.)

Fig. 15 View of the drastic contrast between the west 
and east side of the tracks.

Fig. 16 The metal latticework structure above the rail 
line.
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Strengths Weaknesses Opportunities Threats

Circulation • Sidewalks are 
wide on Campo 
Grande

• Current 
pedestrian 
crossings seem to 
work well (where 
they exist)

• Minimal access 
points and hard to 
get to

• No bike 
infrastructure on 
Campo Grande 

• Limited amount 
of pedestrian 
crossings

• No stop lights or 
stop signs mid-
block (or other 
strategies to slow 
cars)

• Serviced by bus
• Avenida do Brasil 

is a main/busy 
road (good for 
commercial)

• Not serviced by 
underground metro

• Rua Murtas 
connects to a 
highway exit 
resulting in fast 
speeds along the 
road

Land Uses • No strong uses 
that need to be 
preserved (gives 
design freedom)

• Parking on 
site is well 
used, so future 
development will 
be visited

• A majority of the 
site is currently 
parking lots

• Site is adjacent to 
big park

• Surrounding land 
uses support 
residential 
development

• Many surrounding 
schools

• Medical center 
nearby

• No nearby 
supermarkets 
and very minimal 
restaurants

• Must abide by 
building height 
restrictions for close 
proximity to airport

• Development could 
displace existing 
residents

• Many vacant 
commercial 
buildings along 
Avenida do Brasil 
and Rua Murtas 

Physical 
Environment

• Bigger parking lot 
is flat

• Adequate amount 
of street lights 
along Campo 
Grande

• Many street trees 
along Campo 
Grande though 
oddly spaced

• Very sloped on 
parts of the site

• Lots of tree debris, 
and rock and trash 
piles

• Minimal plant life 
within site

• Narrow sidewalks 
on Avenida do 
Brasil and Rua 
Murtas

• No existing urban 
furniture

• Many murals on 
the Eastern side of 
Rua Murtas

• Within the site, 
the backs of the 
buildings are not 
well-maintained

• Narrow sidewalks on 
the southeast part 
of the site

• Sound from planes 
flying close to the 
ground

SWOT Analysis
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SWOT Map

This map visualizes the SWOT analysis, 
showing where some of the strengths, 

weaknesses, opportunities, and threats lie in 
and around the site.
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Goals and Objectives

Objective 1: Provide uses that would complement 
the surrounding area and mitigate the 

displacement of current residents.

Design Idea 1: Develop and reinvest in commercial 
uses onsite to promote an active area people will 
want to visit.

Design Idea 2: Provide 
student and affordable 
housing to support those 
who currently reside 
on and adjacent to the 
project area.

Design Idea 3: Include 
a grocery store to 
service the needs of 
the residents on and 
around the project 
area.           

Fig. 17: A sketch of a mixed-use building with commercial 
uses on the first floor and student housing above.   

Fig. 18: A mixed-use building with a grocery store on the 
ground floor and residential use above.
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Objective 2: Emulate and restore the character of 
placemaking in Lisbon throughout our project area.

Design Idea 1: Revitalize the area and preserve the 
building history through adaptive reuse of the current 
infrastructure.

Design Idea 2: Create code for architectural styles and 
plant typology to implement a style that represents 
historic Lisbon.

Design Idea 3: Creating 
active and lively gathering 
spaces that promote 
community development 
and the fostering of social 
capital.

Fig. 19 An array of different architectural styles found around 
Lisbon that we would like to emulate on the project area.

Fig. 20 An example of what a successful open space might be.
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Objective 3: Improve connections and linkages 
within and adjacent to the project area.

Design Idea 1: Utilize the 
existing access points to 
form fluid connections 
from the project area to 
the University of Lusòfona.

Design Idea 2: Create 
crosswalks with stop lights 
and signs to better connect 
the project area to adjacent 
uses, such as the Mário 
Soares Garden, in a safe 
and accessible way.

Design Idea 3: Create 
a shared road through 
the site to activate 
the proposed uses 
and diminish adjacent 
vehicular congestion.

Fig. 21 A sketch of a possible implementation of a pedestrian bridge 
connection from the university going south to the proposed development. 

Fig. 22 Use of crosswalks with an activated stoplight and sign to make for a safe crossing.

Fig. 23 Shared road in Barcelona, Spain.
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Objective 4: Prioritize the use and access of active 
transportation within and adjacent to the project 

area.

Design Idea 1: Widen sidewalks where pedestrian 
experience is inhibited.

Design Idea 2: Create and improve bike lanes to 
improve cyclist experience.

Design Idea 3: Improve 
sidewalk urban 
furniture though the 
implementation of street 
trees, pedestrian-oriented 
lighting, benches, etc.

Fig. 24 Bike lane in the Netherlands, completely separate from pedestrians and vehicles.

Fig. 25 A sketch of a streetfront lined with urban furniture and a protected bike lane.
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Concept Map

The concept map outlines the major ideas proposed 
during the ideation phase of the project.
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Site Plan

The illustrative site plan depicts all improvements and 
additions made to the project site.
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Site Description

 Campo Grande Crossing was designed and planned to be a hub of connectivity and 
linkage. The existing site is filled with surface parking lots, abandoned buildings, and open land. 
There is an opportunity to use this area to connect the university better with the greater Campo 
Grande area and better provide services that residents of the area could use. The addition of a 
road, named Rua del Rio, connecting Campo Grande and Rua Das Murtas provides a vehicular, 
bike, and pedestrian connection on a safer and slower street than alternatively using Avenida do 
Brasil. 

 One focus within the project was creating open and recreational spaces. The Lusófona 
Plaza, named after the University of Lusófona, provides a central open gathering space that is 
enclosed by commercial-lined buildings. On the opposite side of Rua del Rio, the project offers a 
variety of recreational uses, including a volleyball, tennis, and basketball court, as well as a semi-
olympic pool and a smaller recreational pool. A soccer field that is currently existing on the site 
is planned to be moved nearby all the other recreational uses. Not only that, the pathways are 
lined with trees and there are several lawns that people can lay or sit on to read a book while 
basking in the sun (or in the shade). Lastly, a parking lot on campus adjacent to the project site 
shall be transformed into a recreational lawn. 

 The project provides for the University of Lusófona through the development of new 
faculty and department offices, research centers, library space, a daycare for children of students 
and faculty, an amphitheater, a student center, an incubator, as well as housing for faculty and 
students. Additionally, there is a parking structure and surface parking dedicated only for the 
university offering hundreds of parking spots. 

 On top of providing for the university, the project provides for private development as 
well. There are 8 planned buildings of private development of commercial, office, and residential 
space, as well as parking. Although there is some parking for the private development, the 
project revolves around the idea of utilizing alternative modes of transportation, as well as 
providing for the existing residents of the area, so the parking for office uses onsite are limited. 

 The last part of our development involves around the existing uses. There are four 
buildings along Campo Grande that, under the project, would go through the process of 
adaptive reuse. Some of them are currently abandoned and others are worn down, so the 
project proposes reusing the infrastructure to reactivate the front side of Campo Grande while 
keeping its character intact.
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 The project’s first goal is to provide for the greater area’s needs on top of the site’s 
internal needs. Ideally, this private development would include a grocery store because there 
currently aren’t many within the area, so it would provide for the existing and new residents. 
The commercial opportunities of the area are currently lacking, so including new commercial 
development will encourage community gathering, especially where commercial uses line the 
plaza.

 The second goal of the project is to protect the character of Lisbon with the new 
development. One aspect of this that was implemented was the adaptive reuse of the buildings 
along Campo Grande. Another idea accomplished regarding this goal is to create an active 
gathering space. The Lusófona Plaza emulates the look of the famous Praça do Comércio in 
Lisbon on a smaller scale. With three facades of enclosure and one open facade, the plaza looks 
outward to the rest of the site. 

 The third goal has to do with linkages and connections. The site utilizes existing 
connections through the university and with Campo Grande to flow smoothly and familiarly 
with its users. The final goal of the project is to prioritize the use of alternative modes of 
transportation near and within the site. The introduction of bike lanes on Campo Grande and 
the new road that goes through the site, as well as the beautification of the sidewalks contribute 
to this goal. Other than that, non-university parking onsite is limited, so residents and guests 
alike are encouraged to take alternative modes.

Site Description (cont.)
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Massing Model

The massing model shows the projected heights of 
the proposed buildings in the project site, giving 
perspective about the scale of the project.



27

Development Table
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Perspective Views

View of the rec fields 
lined by the library and 
private development 
across the street.

View of the plaza 
from the main 
walkway across the 
street, Rua del Rio.
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Section View

The section shows the area of the site where the main 
plaza rests, with commercial lining the first floors of the 
buildings and residential on the top three floors.


